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20210410 Alpental Valley, Run 261, Full burial with injuries 
 
Report by Dallas Glass 
      
Incident Snapshot  
     
Occurrence Time and Date: Approx: 430 pm, April 10, 2021 
Rescue Time: Approx 3 hours 
Lat/Lon: Approx: 47.4475, -121.4521 
Location: Near Run 261/ Great Scott Bowl, Alpental Valley, King Co., Mt Baker-Snoqualmie NF, WA 
 
Number in Party: 3 
Number Caught: 1 
Number Completely Buried: 1 
Duration of Burial:  <5min 
Number Injured: 1 
Number Killed: 0 
      
Avalanche Type: SS 
Trigger: ASu 
Size: R3 /D2 
Start Zone Aspect: NW 
Start Zone Angle: Avg 40 
Start Zone Elevation: 5100-5200’ 
      
Height of Crown Face: Average 12” 
Width of Fracture: 150’ 
Vertical Fall: 300’ 
 
Slab Characteristics: 1F-1F+, DF 1.5mm 
Weak Layer Characteristics: 4F-, FCsf, 1mm 
Bed Surface Characteristics: 1F, DF, 1.5mm 
      
Burial involved a terrain trap: No, the burial did not include a terrain trap, but the avalanche ran 
through trees and over a cliff.  
Number of people that crossed start zone before avalanche: 1 
Avalanche occurred during: Descent: skiing 
Location of group in relation to start zone during avalanche: Upper start zone 
     
Avalanche Safety Gear Carried: By some members of the party. The victim carried beacon, shovel, 
and probe.  
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Avalanche Training and Experience at Activity: One member of the team had formal avalanche 
training. The group involved very experienced skiers with varying degrees of familiarity with the 
terrain.  
Signs of Instability Noted by Group: Wind loading and new snow 
Extent of Injuries: Left Shoulder: fractured humerus and clavicle. Right knee: torn ACL.  
 
NWAC Forecast Zone: Snoqualmie Pass 
Avalanche Danger Rating (Above, Near or Below Tree-line): Considerable, Considerable, 
Moderate 
 
Avalanche and Accident Summary 
 
On the afternoon of Saturday, April 10, 2021, a group of three skiers loaded Chair 2 at Alpental Ski 
area to access terrain beyond the ski area boundary. They had been traveling inbounds in the 
Alpental back bowls for a large part of the day. Upon reaching Piss Pass, the trio ascended on foot to 
the top of a small knob (5440’) separating the Alpental Resort and the Pineapple Pass area. On top of 
the knob, the group encountered approximately 20 other skiers and riders. While the team did have a 
discussion about the intended route, they did not discuss that the line was in the backcountry, nor had 
anyone in the group checked the avalanche forecast for the area.  
 
Skier 1 led the group off the knob and towards a run known as 261. The group witnessed a lone 
snowboarder riding a line very close to their intended descent. Prior to entering the run, Skier 1 made 
mention of the possibility for wind slabs on the slope and the presence of a cliff below them and to the 
left. At approximately 430pm skier 1 traveled onto a slope just skiers-left of 261 and triggered the 
avalanche. Immediately realizing the slab had released, he yelled to his friends and pointed his skis 
downhill. He skied directly over the cliff and landed on the slopes below. While skier 1 attempted to 
keep his airway clear, the avalanche immediately began to bury him.  Avalanche: NW, 5100-5200′, 
m=40, SS-ASu-R3-D2-I, Crown 10-12″ deep, 150′ wide, 350′ vertical run.  
 
Rescue Summary 
 
Skiers 2 and 3 were above and out of the main start zone when the slide released. They quickly did a 
visual search of the terrain above the cliff and descended a sparsely treed area to the north of the 
avalanche. Once they arrived below the cliff, they visually searched the debris field and found a ski 
pole sitting on the surface and the tip of a ski sticking out of the snow just downhill. Skier 3 began 
assembling his avalanche shovel and instructed skier 2 to begin digging with his hands in the 
direction of the victim’s head. They very quickly uncovered a hand that allowed them to rapidly locate 
and uncover skier 1’s face. He was attempting to yell, but his airway was clogged with snow. From 
the time the avalanche released to clearing the victim’s airway was less than 5 min. Skier 1 was 
laying on his back, across the slope, with his head buried approximately 18” below the surface. Both 
skis remained attached during the event. Despite the relatively shallow burial, skier 1 could not move 
nor extricate himself.  
 



Northwest Avalanche Centerwww.nwac.us  
 

After uncovering their teammate, the group recognized the potential overhead hazard from additional 
avalanches and chose to move locations. No one in the team had cell coverage to call for assistance. 
Despite his injuries, the victim was able to slide down-valley to a flat area above the “Big Trees” run. 
At this point, skier 1’s knee injury made further travel challenging. Skier 3 left the group to descend to 
the ski area and seek help. Skier 2 remained with the victim. Alpental patrol received a call of an 
injured skier at approximately 515 pm and responded to the scene, with patrollers, a sled, and 
additional medical gear. They were able to load Skier 1 into the sled and extricate him to Lot 4 near 
the ski resort. All parties arrived back at the ski area around 745pm Saturday night.  
Alpental Patrol and NWAC staff visited the site on Sunday 4/11/21 to complete an accident 
investigation.  Post Incident Video: https://youtu.be/3mracOi1hjQ 
 
Photos by Dallas Glass 

 
Photo 1: Overview of the avalanche startzone.  
 
 

https://youtu.be/3mracOi1hjQ
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Photo 2: The upper startzone near where the skier entered the slope. Crown depth 10-12”.  
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Photo 3: Crown profile of the avalanche.  
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Photo 4: Looking down the avalanche path towards the cliff.  
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Photo 5: The debris pile below the cliff band. Rescuers traveled in the trees on the left hand side of 
the image.  
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Photo 6: Burial site. Skier 1 was found laying on his back with his body across the slope. His face was 
buried approximately 18” deep          
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