
Mission Ridge: Nertz
January 28, 2024
Report by Katie Warren and Matt Primomo

At approximately 12:00 pm on Sunday, January 28th, the second skier in a group of
three triggered an avalanche near the top of Nertz run within the Mission Ridge Ski
Area. One skier was caught, carried, lost their skis, and sustained a knee injury.
However, they were able to self-extricate from the debris. The two other members of
the party were not caught by the slide. Patrol closed the area and performed visual,
transceiver, probe line, Recco, and dog team searches of the debris. No other people
were involved in the event. The wet slab avalanche failed on old crust and facet layers,
including the December 30th crust, Solstice Crust, depth hoar, and the ground in
places.

Occurrence Time and Date: Approximately 12:00pm January 28th, 2024
Time First Reported to SAR: Estimate 12:00pm
Recovery/Rescue Time: The victim was not buried and self-extricated from debris. Additional
resources were brought in to search the debris field. The scene was cleared, with no additional
victims found at 6:30pm on January 28th, 2024.
Lat/Lon: 47.27934, -120.42111
Location: Mission Ridge Ski Area, Upper Nertz Run, Wenatchee National Forest

Number in Party: 3
Number Caught: 1
Number Partially Buried, Critical or Not-critical: 1 partial burial (non-critical)
Number Completely Buried: 0
Duration of Burial: 0 min
Number Injured: 1
Number Killed: 0

Avalanche Type:Wet Slab (WS)
Trigger (estimated): Skier
Size: R4/D3
Start Zone Aspect: NE
Start Zone Angle: Avg 41°, Maximum 45°
Start Zone Elevation: 6100 ft

Height of Crown Face: Average 30in (76 cm), Maximum 36in (90 cm)
Width of Fracture: 200 ft (60 m)
Vertical Fall: 300 ft (91 m)
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Slab Characteristics:Wet slab, 1F+ to 4F+
Weak Layer Characteristics: Faceted grains (1.0mm) and clustered rounded grains.
Bed Surface Characteristics: Old SnowFaceted snow of 1F to 4F- hardness, brittle crusts of K-
hardness, and rocky ground with minimal vegetation.
Avalanche Occurence Database:
https://nwac.us/observations/#/view/avalanches/198c6139-96a6-4b93-821e-56dec890c220?zone=%
5B%22East%20Slopes%20Central%22%5D

Burial involved a terrain trap: No
Number of people that crossed start zone before avalanche: 50 estimated that day prior. Skier
compacted terrain in an open ski area.
Avalanche occurred during (Estimated): Descent, high in the start zone
Location of group in relation to start zone during avalanche: One partner was above the crown
line of the avalanche and one was below.

Avalanche Safety Gear Carried: None

Signs of Instability Noted by Group: Very deep slush snow observed.

Extent of Injuries or Cause of Death: Minor knee injury

Number of Vehicles Caught and Damaged: n/a

Avalanche Classification:WS-ASu-D3-R4-O/G

NWAC Forecast Zone: East Central

Avalanche Danger Rating: Considerable at all elevations.
https://nwac.us/avalanche-forecast/#/forecast/8/130047
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View down the bed surface and debris on Nertz, photo taken from below the crown. January 29, 2024.
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View across and up towards the crown from the skier's right edge of the debris. January 29, 2024.
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